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Another tool employed by the minority party to influence voting is the quorum. 
Texas Senate rules require that two-thirds of the membership be present to take a vote. 
This means that any eleven senators (one-third of the Senate) may prevent business from 
being conducted if they absent themselves from the chamber. One famous example  
of this is the Killer Bees (discussed in the Legends box). The need for a quorum is another 
example of how the Senate’s rules compel it to consider the opinion of the minority party.

Voting

In general, voting processes are similar in both houses of the legislature. Votes may 
be either a voice vote or a roll call vote. A voice vote occurs when the presiding officer 
asks verbally for those members in favor of the bill or amendment to call out “aye,” then 
asks for those members opposed to call out “nay.” For these voice votes, the presiding 
officer simply announces whether the bill or amendment passes. If the presiding officer 
is uncertain of the result, the officer calls for a roll call vote. A member of the chamber 
who questions the outcome of the voice vote may call for a roll call vote. Normally, the 
presiding officer agrees to allow the roll call vote to occur. Typically, any important vote 
will be conducted as a roll call vote in which the vote of each member is recorded. In 
the Texas House, roll call votes are recorded electronically with each member being 
able to vote using a set of buttons on their desk. In the Texas Senate roll call votes are 
recorded as each senator’s name is called, and they answer out loud.

Once a bill has passed one chamber of the legislature, it goes to the other chamber 
for consideration. While bills dealing with taxation and spending must start out in the 
Texas House of Representatives before going to the Texas Senate, other bills may start 
out in either. If the House and Senate have passed different versions of the same bill, 
then the bill first goes to a conference committee for reconciliation. The conference 
committee may amend or may rewrite the bill. The recommendation of the conference 
committee is sent back to both chambers of the Texas Legislature in the form of a report. 
Each chamber may accept the changes to the bill, reject the changes to the bill, or send 
the bill back to the conference committee. 
If both chambers accept the changes, the 
bill has passed. If the bill fails to pass either 
chamber or if the conference committee 
cannot reconcile the differences, the 
bill dies. Twenty-four states allow some 
legislation to carry over from one session 
to another.38 However, a bill that does not 
pass the Texas Legislature in a session 
dies. The same idea can be introduced in 
the next session, but it begins again with a 
new number and must start the legislative 
process at the beginning.

The Governor’s Veto Power

If both chambers have passed a bill 
in identical form, the bill goes to the 
governor for signing. After a bill is sent to 

Quorum
the minimum number of 
members in a legislative body 
who need to be present for the 
body to conduct business: in 
the Texas Senate, a quorum 
is twenty-one members; 
in the Texas House of 
Representatives, a quorum is 
100 members

Roll call vote
a form of voting for which 
a permanent record of each 
member’s vote is created; used 
for more important votes

The Texas Senate chamber contains the original walnut desks purchased in 1888. 
The paintings on the wall behind the lieutenant governor’s desk depict key figures 
in Texas political history, with Stephen F. Austin’s painting in the center.
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